Guidelines for Introducing Texts in Polemical Text Dialogues
Every text should be hosted by at least two people from the broader religious tradition represented by the text.

1. Share Historical Context and Reception
Each text speaks from a foreign context.  It comes from a time and place that is not our own.  To let the text speak on its own terms, do your best to frame the world that produced this text and how we have received it.  Try to answer the following questions:
· What were the intracommunal dynamics that produced this text?  (e.g., tell us something about what is going on inside the community that produced this text.  Polemics usually have an internal audience – why did this polemicist produce this text for this audience).
· What were the intercommunal dynamics that produced this text? (e.g., tell us something about the relationship between the community that produced the text and the community targeted by the text.  What were the power dynamics? What were the communal boundaries like? Is this a resistance literature? An attempt to reify a blurry communal boundary?)
· What was the reception of this text over time?  How did the way that it was read change in response to shifts in the intracommunal and intercommunal dynamics you described above?  Obviously you cannot cover every possible moment in the history of a text – be selective, focusing on a few data points that are relevant to the contemporary issues surrounding this text.

2. Elevate Intracommunal Differences
Each text we examine operates differently in contemporary contexts depending on what kind of community we belong to.  Textual hosts should not shy away from expressing those differences with each other. Intracommunal differences help nuance how we understand the contemporary use of a text.

3. Acknowledge Continued Harm
Nobody likes to feel like a text within their tradition causes harm.  Texts are chosen because, even if they themselves are not continuing to cause harm, the themes and ideas they reference are relevant to continued harm.  They are a prompt for engaging that harm.  Resist shying away from it by distancing yourself from the text.

4. Invite Encounter
This is both an academic and a dialogical exercise.  Be careful about framing a text such that it seems only those with academic expertise can comment.  And remember that part of inviting encounter is leaving time and space for it.  Ask your facilitator for a time limit for your introductory comments and stick to it rigorously so that there is ample time for discussion.
